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Rifle.-4th Volunteer Battalion, The Royal Fusiliers (City w

of London Regiment) : Surgeon-Lieutenant J. K. Brownlees SE

resigns his commission (dated March 25th, 1907). lst Dum- lc
bartonshire Volunteer Rifle Corps : Surgeon-Lieutenant A. G. e:

Hay, to be Surgeon-Captain (dated March lst, 1907). n

ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS (VOLUNTEERS). 
Eastern Command : Woolwich Companies : Captain T. W. p

Bartlett resigns his commission (dated March 31st, 1907). t]

MR. HALDANE’S ARMY SCHEME. 
The motion of the Prime Minister for confining dis- 

cussion on the Territorial Army Bill to a limited period 
d

recently occupied the attention of the House of Commons
and was carried. On a previous occasion in the House of
Lords the Earl of Wemyss put a question to the Under
Secretary for War having a very important bearing
upon the new Army scheme-namely, as to the
minimum age of soldiers for foreign service. About
this we are probably destined to hear more, for not-

withstanding the results of previous experience the
temptation is always in the event of any pressure to
embark soldiers for service in India whilst they are still
too young and immature for the work and climate. This is
a matter which calls for serious consideration - if we are to
avoid the occurrence of much unnecessary sickness and in- t

efficiency in that country. Mr. Haldane has, as everyone c

knows, addressed himself to the question of army reform (

with great constructive skill and boldness and his scheme, t
about the success of which much difference of opinion 
prevails, nevertheless holds the field and is, we imagine, 
bound to be adopted and tried, I

’ TINNED MEAT RATIONS. 

, 
The War Office has sent out the following circular to all 

the commands in the home stations in giving instructions for I- the weekly issue of one pound of preserved meat to the army
in lieu of fresh-killed meat:- 

.
The establishments in which the brands of American tinned meat 

now being issued to the troops are manufactured have been carefully
inspected by officers sent specially to America for the purpose, and 
their reports have satisfied the Army Council that the quality of the 
tinned meat used, and the conditions under which it is prepared and 
canned by the firms now supplying the army, are in every way
satisfactory. 

THE UNITED SERVICE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
’ 

A meeting of medical officers in the Navy, Army, Indian
’Service, and Auxiliary Forces was held at the Royal United I

Service Institution, Whitehall, S.W., on May 2nd, when a
society to be known as the United Service Medical Society
was formed for the furtherance of the sciences bearing on
the preservation of health among the forces afloat and ashore,
at home and abroad, in war and in peace. Inspector-General
H. M. Ellis, Director-General of the Medical Department of
the Royal Navy, who presided, said that the present was
a peculiarly fitting time for the formation of such a society,
as the Royal Army Medical Corps had now got a home in
London and it was from the Army Medical Department that

. the inception of the movement had come. Inspector-
General Ellis was elected to be president of the society for
one year, Fleet Surgeon W. W. Pryn, R.N., and Lieutenant-
Colonel C. H. Melville, R-A.M.C., were appointed honorary
secretaries, and Lieutenant-Colonel D. Wardrop, R.A.M.C.,
was appointed honorary treasurer. The affairs of the society
will be managed by a council consisting of the president and
eight officers elected by the society, representing the different
services.

THE ROYAL ARMY TEMPERANCE ASSOCIATION.
A conference in connexion with the Royal Army Tem-

perance Association was held on the morning of May 3rd, at
Caxton Hall, Westminster, at which General Lord Methuen
presided. The annual meeting was held in the afternoon,
under the presidency of Mr. Haldane. Mr. Haldane, before
presenting the awards gained by those units in the various
branches of the army which contained the highest per-
centage of abstainers, gave an address in which he remarked
that perhaps one reason why the army had not always been
as popular as was desirable was that the people had not
felt that the personal lives of the men reached the desired
level. Recent years had, however, seen a change for the
better. The army was better looked after and better paid ;
the terms of service were better suited to the habits and
needs of the people and the men had better chances of
employment afterwards. But the difficulty of getting
recruits meant that something was wrong. The tradition

which kept men back dated from the period when they were
secured almost, or even quite, by compulsion, when no one
.ooked after them at all, and when everyone, without
Jxception ’of rank, drank to excess. Officers, non-com-
missioned officers, and men realised now the enormous waste
)f physical, intellectual, and moral force to which drinking
led. The key to a larger supply of recruits lay in an im-
proved social condition of the army. Therefore, the work of
bhe social reformer and the minister of religion was just as
real as that of the army surgeon and those who prepared the
men for fighting. He was, glad that the association had
decided not to exclude the really moderate drinker.

Correspondence.

DOURINE IN CANADA.

" Audi alteram partem." 

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;Patbologists will be interested in the information
hat the trypanosoma equiperdum has been found in a mare
;linically afEected with dourine, or maladie du eoit, at the
luarantine station established by the Department of Agricul-
ure a,t Lethbridge, Alberta, in 1904. The first demonstration
was made by Dr. E. A. Watson and Dr. M. V. Gallivan on
Feb. llth, 1907, in material taken from a vesicle on the
nucous membrane of the vagina of the animal above referred

which was found to be affected with dourine on the pre-
nises of her owner near Lethbridge, on Dec. 21st, 1906, and
was subsequently removed to the quarantine station for pur-
poses of experimental observation. The disease was success-
tully transmitted in February to a yearling filly and the
parasite subsequently observed in preparations from a fresh
plaque. The finding was confirmed by Dr. C. H. Higgins,
pathologist of the department, on March 21st, and was further
observed in preparations taken by him on the 23rd and 25th
at the same month.
The identity of dourine, or maladie dec coit, as seen on

this continent and hitherto diagnosed by American and
Canadian veterinarians from clinical manifestations alone,
with the disease as known in Africa and Asia, as well as in
Southern Europe, is thus fully established. A detailed

report of the discovery and of the work which led up to it,
as well as of the steps subsequently taken, will be issued at
the earliest possible date.

I have the honour to be, Sirs, your obedient servant,

Ottawa, April 19th, 1907.
J. G. RUTHERFORD,

Veterinary Director General.

LARGE VESICAL CALCULI.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;On Feb. 16th, 1907, you kindly published in
’HE LANCET a short note on a case of large vesical calculus
rhich I had removed. I there stated that it was the largest
alculus successfully removed of which I had seen a record.
quoted from "Anomalies ’and Curiosities of Medicine,"

iould and Pyle, published in 1900. I thought the writers
rould have exhaustively looked up the subject and that if
hey had not found a record of a larger stone I might safely
onclude that no such record existed. Since then I have
ound out there are larger stones which have been success-
ully removed and shall be much obliged if you will allow
ne to make the necessary corrections.
Dr. F. M. Sandwith’s letter in THE LANCET of Feb. 23rd

ecalls Mr. H. M. N. Milton’s case reported in THE LANCET of
iept. 16th, 1893, of a stone weighing ounces removed from
m Egyptian fellah by the suprapubic operation in which the
)eritoneum was opened in order to extract the stone. The

)atient died two months after the operation. The stone is
low in the museum of the Royal College of Surgeons of
England. I have also received a letter from Dr. F. C. Madden
)f Cairo referring to this case and telling me of another suc-
cessfully removed by Mr. Milton by crushing weighing
!0 ounces. Sir Thomas Smith kindly wrote to me

;alling my attention to the case he had success-

:ully operated on, the stone weighing 24t ounces and
- recorded in THE LANCET of August 7th, 1886. He also
eferred to some other large stones unsuccessfully removed :
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Dr. W. B. Hunter’s case, a stone removed from an Indian
native weighing 25 ounces ; death ensued on the fourth day. 
Mr. Walter Rivington’s case ; the stone was said to be larger
but weighed less than Sir Thomas Smith’s.2 Mr. J. Rutherford
Morisoh’s case ; the stone weighed 20t ounces ; death occurred
on the fourteenth day. I also received a letter from Sir Oon-
stantine Holman telling me of large stones removed at
Canterbury and Chichester. I have to thank Mr. T. White-
head Reid of Canterbury and Dr. D. Ewart of Chichester for
giving me information about these stones. The Canterbury
stone weighed 10 ounces and the Chichester one 7 ounces
35 grains. Mr. R. Lawford Knaggs told me of Mr. N. C.
Davies-Colley’s case, for particulars of which I am indebted to
Mr. A. Ralph Thompson. The stone was successfully removed
by the suprapubic operation on Oct. 30th, 1896, and weighed
16 ounces. In Ashurst’s " International Encyclopedia of
Surgery " a case is referred to removed by Dunlop of Spring-
;field, Ohio, from a patient, aged 66 years. The stone weighed
20 ounces and the patient lived three years after the opera-
tion.

Below is a list of successful cases which I have en-

deavoured to make as complete as possible :-
1. Milton: 34g ounces ; death two months after operation.
2. Sir Thomas Smith: 24 ounces ; complete recovery.
3. Dunlop : 20 ounces ; patient lived three years.
4. Milton : 20 ounces; removed by lithotrity.
6. Littlewood: 18 ounces; patient lived ten months.
6. Hatch : 17 ounces.
7. Davies-Colley : 16 ounces.
8. Harmen (Norwich): 15 ounces.
9. Mayo (Winchester): 14 ounces 2 drachms.
10. C. R. Pike (St. Vincent): 132 ounces.
11. Cline : 13 ounces.
12. Cheselden: 12 ounces.
13. Par&eacute; (1570): 9 ounces.
I think I may safely state that Mr. Milton of Cairo has

successfully removed the largest recorded stone, the patient
living two months ; Sir Thomas Smith has removed the

largest stone in which the patient completely recovered from
the operation; and that the case I have recorded is the second
I&rgest stone successfully removed in Great Britain.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,-
,Leeds, May 4th, 1907. H. LITTLEWOOD.

FEES FOR EXPERT EVIDENCE.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;May I invite the attention of the profession through
your columns to the subject of witnesses’ fees for expert
evidence ? Some months back I was invited by a solicitor to
give "proof" of evidence as to sanity of testator in a will
case. I did so but stipulated in nriting the amount of my
fees for such attendance in London to give evidence. This
I thought was a sufficient safeguard. I was afterwards sub-
posnaed and at great cost and trouble to myself had to go up
to London twice and give evidence. The case was lost but the
costs came out of the estate. The sum tendered me for
my attendance leaves me actually out of pocket, as I
received the merely taxed costs of the action. I have
since learned that the plaintiff (of whom I knew nothing,
,having been engaged entirely by the solicitor) had no means
whatever for entering on such an action. I am informed
that I have no legal remedy, as I had no undertaking from
the solicitor as to my costs. I suppose, therefore, that if the
costs had not come out of the estate I should have got
wtking. I may mention that all the other witnesses on the
- same side have suffered similarly. I would wish therefore
to emphasise to my medical brethren the absolute necessity
of obtaining a written guarantee from the solicitor engaging
,them as to the payment of their costs. I have often given
evidence in medico-legal cases but shall never do so again
without a due guarantee beforehand.

I am. Sirs. vours faithfullv.
C. E. RICHMOND. B.Sc. Vict., F.R.C.S. Eng., &c.

May 6th, 1907.

** Our correspondent rather confounds two things. Th

’fee for an examination and report stands on exactly the sam
footing as any other medical service and the party on whos
- account the order may have been given is responsible for the
payment. If there is any doubt as to the ability of the part;;
to pay it is wise to ask for payment before the examina
-tion is made. As to the charge for attendance in court and

1 THE LANCET, Jan. 16th, 1886.
2 THE LANCET, August 14th, 1886 (unsuccessful).

proper travelling expenses payment for these can be claimed
by any witness before he is sworn and the judge then directs
the payment, but if a witness is sworn before making the
claim he will have then to rely on the ability of the plaintiff
or defendant, as the case may be, to make the payment. The
judge has nothing whatever to do with the fee for the

examination or in other words the qualifying fee.-ED. L.

PHARYNGO-KERATOSIS TREATED BY
APPLICATIONS OF SALICYLIC ACID
IN SULPHO-RICINATE OF SODA.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;So many doubtful but alleged remedies eventually
become stereotyped into the students’ textbooks to the

chagrin of the practitioner and the patient alike that it would,
perhaps, be as well at once to point out that Dr. Dundas
Grant’s rigid experimental test" from a scientific standpoint
-and I am only concerned with the scientific aspect of the
matter-is really of little value. Dr. Grant addresses a

letter to your issue of May 4th on the ground of supplying
an omission ; in that letter he himself makes a very material
omission, for he makes no mention of the vigorous local
treatment carried out for a month or six weeks immediately
before the application of this "rigid experimental test."
According to the official report (of which I inclose a copy),
when the patient was first seen in March, 1906,
Various isolated applications were made; in the first instance a

saturated solution of salicylic acid in alcohol to the spots on the right
tonsil, the galvano-cautery to those on the left one, then pure
formalin to the left one, and a 10 per cent. solution of sulpho-ricinate
of soda to the right. In April she was given a 1 per cent. solution of
formalin in glycerine and distilled water, which she applied daily for a
month, at the end of which time comparatively no change had taken
place. In April, 1906, she commenced the daily application of a

10 percent. solution of salicylic acid in sulpho-ricinate of soda.
With the result so vitiated by previous treatment it seems
idle to dignify any subsequent application as a "rigid
experimental test which "showed incontrovertibly that the
improvement was due to the application." The one rigid
and incontrovertible fact in the case is that the patient was
under this treatment for 12 months and at the end of that
time was not cured.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully, 
--

May 7th, 1907. W. JOBSON HORNE.

THE UNIVERSITY OF LONDON AND
MEDICAL EDUCATION.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;It was’with considerable regret that I read your
leading article on the above subject 1 because, in my opinion,
you convey to your many readers scattered throughout the
country an erroneous impression of the present constitution
of the University and of the aims of a majority of the
teachers which constitute its medical faculty. You have
written : ’’ There is an indication of a temporary ascendancy
of reaction against the movement for the conversion of the
old examining board into a real teaching University." The
indication, I take it, is the recent election of Dr. J. Oalvert and
Dr. L. Hill to the Senate of the University. If that is so, then
you are wrong in your inference that those who voted for
them are "against the conversion of the old examining board
into areal university." With the affiliation of the present
medical schools in the University six years ago the days of
the University as a medical examining board ended and those
who voted for Dr. Calvert and Dr. Hill certainly do not wish
to see those ,days back again. What they did vote against,
and in my opinion rightly, was the introduction into
London of a university of the type of the great German
or Scotch universities. The present medical schools
constitute the basis for an ideal medical faculty, which
could be made better than any the world has ever seen.
They are planted where they ought to be-under the walls
of great hospitals ; their teachers have liberty to work out
the best that is in them; the students have individual
attention. London is not a city in any sense of the word;
and the university that serves Berlin or Edinburgh could not
answer for London, which is an urban kingdom and ought
to support at least 11 medical schools, the number to be

1 THE LANCET, May 4th, p. 1235.


